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CSU and UC LSAMP Collaboration

Project directors from the California
State University and the University of
California LSAMP programs met in
Sacramento on March 11, 2008 for a
conversation on mutual goals and best
practices. The meeting was significant
and historic, uniting program leadership
from California public higher education
toward a common cause -- improving
and expanding support for underrepre-
sented minority students in STEM.

Dr. Juanita Barrena, CSUS Profes-
sor of Biological Sciences, is to be com-
mended for the assembly and for draft-
ing the agenda. Attendees from an array
of statewide student support programs
contributed to the discussion, particu-
larly our efforts supporting students for
graduate education, notably the Bridge
to the Doctorate.

Of vital interest was the opportunity
to explore developing a future NSF
proposal for an I?, Innovation through
Institutional Integration. This possibility

encouraged creative brainstorming and
an agreement to meet further.

Intersegmental and interinstitutional
perspectives were value added. From
the UC Office of the President, Mark
Westlye represented AGEP; DoQuyen
Tran-Taylor represented UC LEADS;
and Erik Jones represented the MESA
Community College Program.

Philip Garcia, Senior Director of
Analytic Studies at the CSU Chancellor’s
Office, offered insights and expertise in
data collection and assessment.

Gale Morrison, Dean of the Gradu-
ate Division and AGEP Chair, UC Santa
Barbara, offered the graduate dean’s
perspective.

Marjorie DeMartino and Renee
Maldonado represented CAMP.

Thanks to Dr. Barrena and her col-
leagues, Associate Dean Laurel
Heffernan, Project Manager Nicole
Campos, and Regional Coordinator
Pamela King for their leadership.

UC San Diego Students Win
National Design Competition

UC San Diego CAMPers competed
with undergraduates from 16 institu-
tions nationwide to win First Place

in the Fifth Annual Seismic Design
Competition in New Orleans, Feb. 6-9,
2008. Structural Engineering majors
Carolina Margarito, Jorge Or-

tiz and Ruben Soto (team captain)
comprised the winning team. The goal
was to construct a balsa-wood struc-
ture that would perform well under the
1940 El Centro, 1994 Northridge, and
1995 Kobe earthquake simulations.

Edison International Renews Commitment to Transfer Students

The University of California, Irvine and Edison International renewed a partnership
that provides financial assistance to California Community College students who
transfer to UC. A reception on January 22, 2008, recognized Frank Quevedo and
Ronald Litzinger of Southern California Edison, for sustained support of underrep-
resented students pursuing bachelor’s degrees in science, technology, engineering, and

mathematics (STEM). UCI Chancellor Michael V. Drake, M.D., addressed the students.

The UC-Edison scholars profiles will appear in the 2008 Proceedings and Profiles.

CAMP Statewide
Research Symposium Draws
Presenters from 9 UCs

The 2008 Statewide Symposium
brought more than 150 UC students,
faculty and program staff from nine UC
campuses, including UC Merced, to the
Arnold and Mabel Beckman Center of
the National Academies of Science and
Engineering for a weekend focused on
student achievement. Look for the full
story in the 2008 CAMP Proceedings &
Profiles available in May 2008.

—SAVE THE DATE—
2009 CAMP

Statewide
Symposium
February 27 — March 1, 2009
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CAMP Statewide Founding P.1. Visits UC Irvine

Dr. Eloy Rodriguez, Professor of
Biological Sciences at Cornell Univer-
sity, spoke to CAMP students on topics
of nutritional biochemistry at UCI on
March 13, 2008. His lecture emphasized

Kika Friend with Dr. Eloy Rodriguez,
the Perkins Endowed Chair at Cornell.

his passion for giving back to the Latino
community, which he has demonstrated
throughout his career, seeking alterna-
tive treatments for pancreatic cancer
and other diseases.

“Obesity and diabetes is a real prob-
lem in today’s Chicano school children,’
he said, urging students to think about
research that will improve health and
well being. He added, “Think about
your future and your community. If you
don’t, who will?”

Dr. Rodriguez took advantage of the
time to stress upon students the impor-
tance of graduate education. He urged
them, “Don’t be intimidated to think
about being a professor at an Ivy League
university.”

Dr. Rodriguez is the founder of
CAMP-NSE with the University of
California, Irvine as lead campus and
administrative center for the alliance.
He also created many other science
programs, including KIDS, Kids In-
vestigating and Discovering Science.

He has lectured throughout the world
on ethnobotany, and researches herbal
treatments for cancer and diabetes in
minority populations.

3

UC Santa Cruz Undergraduate Heading to France

Marcos Grabiel, a junior majoring
in Marine Biology and Plant Science,
will conduct research this summer
on two mussel species at Montpellier,
France. He will learn a new protocol,
“Mark-recapture (MR) cloning,” used
at the lab to sample genes, a technique
he intends to bring back to UCSC and
apply in his research in Dr. Pogson’s lab.
Future plans include a Ph.D. in Marine
Ecology or Genetics and a career as a

faculty member at L
a research intensive
institution. He is a
CAMP/MARC (Mi-
nority Access to
Research Careers)
participant, and
tutors in the genet-
ics study group.
Grabiel maintains

a 3.8 gpa.

Marcos Grabiel

UC Irvine CAMP-ers Attend AAAS in Boston

The Irvine campus was well represented
at the annual American Association for
the Advancement of Science confer-
ence in Boston, February 14-18, 2008.
The theme this year was Science and
Technology from a Global Perspective,
with a strong focus on interdisciplinary
connections. Kika Friend led a group
of 20 undergraduate presenters. The trip
was exciting and challenging, (includ-
ing airplane mechanical problems and a
long train ride from Newark to Boston
on the East Coast), but the students

Click here for CAMP CONTACTS.

www.california-lsam

stood up to the challenge and presented
their research without a wrinkle. The
presenters were: John Aguilar, Frank
Avedo, Aaron Botello, Monica
Castaneda, Nery Chapeton, Vidal
Cortes, Corina De Pablo, Jorge

De Paz, Ricardo Komai, Roxanna
Ochoa, Elizabeth Partida, Andre
Paredes, Teffany Rivas, Refugio
Roman, Helen Sanchez, Edna Ju-
dith Santillan, Timothy Thatcher,
Sandra Tran, Belen Vasquez, and
Jennie Vergara.

UC Davis CAMP Coordinator
Wins Chancellor’s Award

Renee Maldonado has won the 2007-
08 Chancellor’s Achievement Award

for Diversity and Community. She was
recognized in a ceremony January 29,
2008, for her work on behalf of student
development through CAMP and the
BD, as well as a wide array of affiliated
STEM programs. She is credited with
founding the “Alliance for Academic
Excellence,” which serves as the nexus
of undergraduate research programs that
encourage women and students from
traditionally underrepresented groups to
pursue advanced degrees.

Dr. Kimberly Schneider, Director of
Undergraduate Research at the University
of Central Florida, and Director Diana
Lizarraga enjoy the surroundings of the
Biosphere2 compound (Biospherel is the
earth) during the February conference.

UC Berkeley CAMP
Coordinator Invited to
Special NCUR Conference
at the Biosphere, Tucson,
Arizona

Diana Lizarraga, UC Berkeley, par-
ticipated in an institute, Initiating and
Sustaining Undergraduate Research
Programs, Feb. 15-17, 2008, at the Bio-
sphere near Tucson, Arizona. Lizarraga
was selected through a competitive
application process. The institute was
jointly sponsored by CUR and NCUR
(cur.org / ncur.org), and hosted by the
University of Arizona. Among the goals
were to begin a network of directors and
to share a variety of campus models that
have broad interdisciplinary scope and
focus. The Biosphere, a $150 million
dollar world-renowned living labora-
tory, is a one-of-a-kind glass and steel
research facility. Its hotel and confer-
ence center offer a unique experiences
in educational meetings. The Biosphere
provides access for students to conduct
project studies, especially with plants.

uci.edu

CAMP NEWS— SPRING 2008 2


http://www.california-lsamp.uci.edu
http://www.camp.uci.edu/contact.html

